
AGENDA 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

CITY OF SHOREVIEW 
 

                                                                            DATE: October 23, 2018 
 TIME: 6:00 PM 
 PLACE: SHOREVIEW CITY HALL 
 LOCATION: 4600 NORTH VICTORIA  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 ROLL CALL 
        APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

September, 2018 
            

3. REPORT ON CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS 
Meeting Date: October 1, 2018 and October 15, 2018 
Brief Description of Meeting process- Chair John Doan 

 
4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. COMPREHENSIVE SIGN PLAN* 
FILE NO: 2706-18-26 
APPLICANT: Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
LOCATION: 3920 Victoria Street North 

 
B. SITE AND BUILDING PLAN REVIEW* 

FILE NO: 2707-18-27 
APPLICANT: Wold Architects 
LOCATION: 1141 Lepak Court (Turtle Lake Elementary School) 
 

C. SITE AND BUILDING PLAN REVIEW* 
FILE NO: 2708-18-28 
APPLICANT: Oak Hill Montessori 
LOCATION: 4665 Hodgson Road 
 

D. PUBLIC HEARING – 2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN* 
FILE NO: 2709-18-29 
APPLICANT: City of Shoreview 
LOCATION: City Wide 
This item will be heard no earlier than 7:00 pm 
 

5. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
A. City Council Meeting Assignments 

• November 5, 2018 - Commissioner Wolfe, November 19, 2018- Commissioner Peterson 

 

 



6. ADJOURNMENT 
 

∗ These agenda items require City Council review or action. The Planning Commission will hold a 
hearing, obtain public comment, discuss the application and forward the application to City 
Council. The City Council will consider these items at their regular meetings which are held on 
the 1st or 3rd Monday of each month. For confirmation when an item is scheduled at City Council, 
please check the City’s website at www.shoreviewmn.gov or contact the Planning Department at 
651-490-4682 or 651-490-4680 

 

http://www.shoreviewmn.gov/
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SHOREVIEW PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

September 25, 2018 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Doan called the September 25, 2018 Shoreview Planning Commission meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following Commissioners were present:  Chair Doan; Commissioners, Peterson, Riechers, 
Solomonson, and Wolfe. 
 
Commissioners Anderson was absent.  Commissioner Yarusso was not present at the Roll Call. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOTION: by Commissioner Solomonson, seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to   
  approve the September 25, 2018 Planning Commission meeting agenda as   
  submitted. 
 
VOTE:  AYES:        Peterson, Riechers, Solomonson, Wolfe, Doan 
 NAYS:       None  
 ABSENT:   Anderson  
    
Commissioner Yarusso arrived after the vote on this motion. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes of August 28, 2018 Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
MOTION: by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Riechers to   
  approve the August 28, 2018 Planning Commission meeting minutes as   
  presented. 
 
VOTE:  AYES:   Peterson, Riechers, Solomonson, Wolfe, Yarusso, Doan 
    NAYS:   None 
   
REPORT ON CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS 
City Planner Castle reported that two items were approved by the City Council as recommended 
by the Planning Commission: 
 

1. Variance/Residential Design Review/Conditional Use Permit for Michael O’Connell at 
5486 Lake Avenue 

2. Site and Building Plan Review for Wold Architects & Engineers, Island Lake Elementary 
School, 3555 Victoria Street N. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
STANDARD VARIANCE 
FILE NO.:  2698-18-18 
APPLICANT: ATILANO’S REMODELING 
LOCATION:  705 SCHIFSKY ROAD 
 
Presentation by Associate Planner Aaron Sedey 
 
The application is a request to alter a deck that encroaches into the Ordinary High Water (OHW) 
setback.  The setback is 37.7 feet from the OHW.  The required setback is calculated based on 
the setbacks of the principal structures on adjoining properties plus or minus 10 feet and must be 
at least 50 feet.  The property is developed with a single family home and detached garage.  It is 
zoned R1, Detached Residential with a Shoreland Overlay.  The deck was illegally permitted in 
1986, and is considered a legal non-conforming structure. 
 
The proposed deck will not extend further into the OHW setback but has a slightly modified 
design.  The gazebo will be removed.  Staff is recommending Shoreland mitigation practices be 
waived because there will be so little land disturbance, and past practices have been utilized.  
The impervious surface was decreased from 60.3% to 47% and with this application will be 
decreased to 45.4%. 
 
Staff finds that practical difficulty is present.  The applicant proposes to reconfigure the deck 
within the same footprint.  Unique circumstances exist due to the deck permitted in the present 
location in 1986.  The character of the neighborhood will not change, as the deck is in the same 
footprint and the removal of the gazebo increases sight lines for the neighbors to the south. 
 
Notices were sent to property owners within 350 feet regarding this application.  No responses 
have been received.  Staff finds the proposal to comply with the spirit and intent of the Code and 
recommends approval of the variance. 
 
The applicant stated that the existing deck is four levels.  The proposal is to simplify the deck to 
two levels. 
 
Commissioner Solomonson stated that he can support this variance.  He agrees with staff’s 
analysis.  The deck has been in existence for over 30 years.  The new deck will be a benefit with 
removal of the gazebo. 
 
Commissioner Peterson agreed that the improved maintenance to the property, new deck and 
removal of gazebo are all benefits. 
 
MOTION: by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Solomonson to approve a 
  variance request for OHW setback for the proposed deck rebuild at 705 Schifsky  
  Road, subject to the following conditions: 
 
 



 3 

Discussion: 
Changes made to the motion were to correct the word “dame” to “same” in No. 1 of the Findings 
of Fact.  Commissioner Yarusso requested the word “the” be deleted in front of the word 
“mainly” in No. 1 under Findings of Fact.  Commissioners Solomonson and Peterson accepted 
the changes. 
 

1. The deck must be rebuilt to as shown in the survey within the footprint and description 
depicted on the survey to be no closer than 37.7 feet from the OHWL. Updated building 
plans are required to be reviewed by City Staff for the building permit. 

2. The project must be completed in accordance with the submitted as part of the Variance 
application. Any significant changes to these plans, as determined by the City Planner, 
will require review and approval by the Planning Commission.    

3. This approval will expire after one year if a building permit has not been issued and work 
has not begun on the project. 

4. This approval is subject to a 5-day appeal period. Once the appeal period expires, a 
building permit may be issued for the proposed project. A building permit must be 
obtained before any construction activity begins.  

 
This approval is based on the following findings of fact: 

 
1. The property will still be used in a reasonable manner, as the deck is mainly in the same 

footprint. 
2. The unique circumstances are tied to the deck being permitted in 1986 and the deck will 

not get closer to the OHWL than what is currently there. 
3. The proposed deck will not alter the character of the neighborhood and will enhance the 

lakeside views without the gazebo.  
 
VOTE:  AYES:   Peterson, Riechers, Solomonson, Wolfe, Yarusso, Doan 
    NAYS:   None 
 
  
MINOR SUBDIVISION/ STANDARD VARIANCE* 
FILE NO:   2705-18-25 
APPLICANT:  Tom McGough 
LOCATION:  736 County Road I W 
 
The applicant seeks to subdivide his property into two parcels with setback variances from the 
road and OHW.  Currently, the property is zoned R1, Detached Residential with Shoreland 
Overlay, and developed with a single family home.  All neighboring properties are zoned R1. 
 
The property previously consisted of two parcels until 2017, when the two properties were 
joined.  There was a shed without a principal structure on the eastern parcel, which is not 
allowed per code.  The two lots were rejoined to bring them into compliance.  The proposed 
subdivision would be the same as the two previous parcels. 
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The required setback is calculated based on the setbacks of the principal structures on adjoining 
properties plus or minus 10 feet.  The setback from the OHW should be a minimum of 50 feet; 
what is proposed is 40 feet.  The resulting parcels exceed area and depth Code requirements.  
The setbacks do not meet requirements.  The west parcel will be 80 feet from the OHW; the east 
parcel will be 158.6 feet.  The street setback for the west parcel will be 134.5 feet; the east parcel 
will be 182.45 feet. 
 
The purpose of the subdivision is to build a new home in the middle of the new lot that will mean 
less impervious surface for the driveway or sidewalks.  The size and length of the property make 
it difficult to meet required setbacks.  Grass by the lake will be preserved.  Shoreland mitigation 
is required, and the applicants are required to enter into a Mitigation Agreement with the City. 
 
Notices were sent to property owners within 350 feet.  One resident responded in support. 
 
Staff finds that practical difficulty exists due to the lot configuration, lot depth and retention of a 
large open lawn space near the water.  The character of the neighborhood will not be altered.  
The two new lots will be comparable to the previous two lots from the previous subdivision.  The 
shed will be removed.  The proposal complies with the spirit and intent of the Development 
Code.  Staff recommends approval of the variances for the front setbacks and from the OHW.  
Further, staff recommends the minor subdivision be forwarded to the City Council for approval 
subject to the conditions listed in the staff report. 
 
Commissioner Peterson stated that when he visited the property, he noticed a structure next to 
the shed and asked if that will also be removed. 
 
Commissioner Solomonson asked if the parcels created would be key lots as the side lot lines 
abut rear lot lines and whether there is additional setback.  Ms. Castle answered that the new lots 
would be key lots.  The original lot is also a key lot.  The new parcels do allow sufficient 
setbacks for key lots. 
 
Mr. Dana Kelly, Architect for Tom McGough, stated, in answer to Commissioner Peterson’s 
question, that the shed and nearby structure will all be removed. 
 
Chair Doan asked the reason initially subdividing and then rejoining the two lots.  Mr. Kelly 
explained that originally there were two lots.  A small house, the existing log home, was built on 
the west lot.  A shed was then built on the second lot, but a shed is not allowed as a single 
structure on a lot without a principal structure.  That is when the lots were joined.  In order to 
now build a second home, the property needs to be subdivided in two standard lots. 
 
Commissioner Yarusso noted that the two lots will create a shared driveway.  Ms. Castle 
responded that a condition of approval to establish a shared driveway is to create a driveway 
easement. 
 
It was the consensus of the Commission that this application is very straight forward and that the 
new lots provide sufficient setback for being key lots. 
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MOTION: by Commissioner Wolfe, seconded by Commissioner Yarusso to approve 
variances requested for OHW and front yard setback for the proposed home. Also 
to recommend the City Council approve the minor subdivision request to 
subdivide the property at 726 County Road I into two parcels creating one new 
parcel for a single-family residential use subject to the following conditions: 

 
VARIANCES 

1. Front yard setback for the new principal structure on eastern parcel is to be 182’ - 4 ½”, 
an increase from the maximum 40 feet and OHWL setback of 158’ – 6” from the lake.  

2. This approval is subject to approval of the Minor Subdivision application by the City 
Council. 

3. The current sheds will be removed from both properties.  
4. A Shoreland Mitigation Affidavit is required for the new construction; this Affidavit shall 

be executed prior to the City’s release of the deed for recording.   
5. This approval is contingent upon City Council approval of the minor subdivision and will 

expire after one year if the subdivision has not been recorded with Ramsey County.   
6. The approval is subject to a 5 day appeal period. 

 
MINOR SUBDIVISION 

1. The minor subdivision shall be in accordance with the plans submitted. 
2. Public drainage and utility easements shall be dedicated to the City as required by the 

Public Works Director.  The applicant shall be responsible for providing legal 
descriptions for all required easements.  Easements shall be conveyed before the City will 
endorse deeds for recording.  

3. Municipal water and sanitary sewer service shall be provided to the new parcel as 
reflected in the City Engineers comments, fees will be calculated with the building 
permit. 

4. A private driveway easement shall be created to give access to both properties, shall be 
conveyed before the City will endorse deeds for recording.  

5. The applicant shall determine if a Rice Creek Watershed District permit is required and 
obtain if needed, prior to the issuance of a building permit for a new home. 

6. A tree protection and replacement plan shall be submitted prior to issuance of a building 
permit.  The approved plan shall be implemented prior to the commencement of work on 
the property and maintained during the period of construction.  The protection plan shall 
include wood chips and protective fencing at the drip line of the retained trees.  

7. An erosion control plan shall be submitted with the building permit application and 
implemented during the construction of the new residence.   

8. Any improvement or work in the County Road I right-of-way will need approval by 
Ramsey County. 

9. A final site-grading plan shall be submitted and approved prior to issuance of a building 
permit.  

10. This approval shall expire after one year if the subdivision has not been recorded with 
Ramsey County. 

 
This approval is based on the following findings of fact: 
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1. The proposed land use is consistent with the policies of the Comprehensive Plan, 
including the Land Use. 

2. The proposed subdivision supports the policies of the Comprehensive Plan by providing 
additional housing opportunity in the City. 

3. The parcels comply with the minimum standards of the R1, Detached Residential District 
and Shoreland Overlay District.   

 
VOTE:  AYES:   Peterson, Riechers, Solomonson, Wolfe, Yarusso, Doan 
    NAYS:   None 
  
MISCELLANEOUS 
Chair Doan noted the Planning Commission workshop immediately following the 
meeting. 

City Council Meeting Assignments 
Commissioners Yarusso will attend the October 1st City Council meeting, when the 
subdivision will be considered.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  by Commissioner Solomonson, seconded by Commissioner   
   Wolfe to adjourn the meeting at 7:34 p.m. 
 
VOTE:  AYES:   Peterson, Riechers, Solomonson, Wolfe, Yarusso, Doan 
    NAYS:   None 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Kathleen Castle 
City Planner 
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