
















































 

Minutes 

 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE 

July 22, 2013 7:00 PM 
Grass Lake Room 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

There was not a quorum until 7:57pm. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 

Members present: Tim Pratt, Katrina Edenfeld, John Suzakida, Scott Halstead, Lisa Shaffer-Schreiber, 
Mike Prouty 
Members absent: Len Ferrington, Dan Westerman, Susan Rengstorf 
Staff present: Jessica Schaum 
 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The agenda was approved with no changes. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES  

The June 24th, 2013 meeting minutes were approved with no changes. 
 

5. BUSINESS 

  

A. Guest –Amit Shukla – Residential Solar  
a. A Shoreview resident gave a presentation regarding solar energy options he is 

currently contemplating for installing solar panels on his own property.  The 
information included two different proposals from different solar installers and 
potential cost savings through utility rebates and State incentives for buying materials 
made in Minnesota.  Mr. Shukla owns a sustainability consulting firm and is interested 
in making his own home more energy efficient as well as the City of Shoreview.  He 
mentioned the new Community Solar legislation the State Legislature passed in 2013 
– which would make it easier for cities or neighborhoods to install a project and have 
others buy shares of the energy.  Jessica will check with the League of Minnesota 
Cities or the Metro CERTS group for more information on what interested cities could 
get do to get started.  She will also discuss green building codes with Community 
Development staff and compile existing Code sections for the Committee. 

 
B. 2013-2014 Workplan Review  

a. The draft workplan has been approved by the Committee for the remainder of 2013 
and 2014.  Committee members should keep this document and refer to it monthly to 
stay on task. 

 
C. Review Stormwater Management: Joint Planning Commission/EQC Workshop 

a. Members who attended the joint workshop on July 16th felt that the information was 
both useful and really interesting.  Members wanted to know how to work with the 
Planning Commission further on these issues.  It was suggested that other city 
committees such as the Economic Development Committee should also be involved, 
and continue to work towards the same goals.  The Committee also expressed that 
during development review, the EQC input isn’t used or the details have already been 
finalized.  The Committee would appreciate learning about other work flows for 
Committees and opportunities for collaboration.  Jessica will get more information.  

 
D. Green Community Awards 

a. Tour updates  



i. Tours of Cummins Power Generation and Dawn Pape’s gardens have been 
completed. Others have been scheduled; please watch your email for 
reminders. 

b. Letter/invitation to recognition event 
i. Jessica will draft a letter and have the Mayor and EQC Chair sign for all of the 

winners. The letter will congratulate and invite them to the recognition 
ceremony taking place on September 16th, 2013 at a regular City Council 
meeting.  

 
E. Slice of Shoreview July 26-28 at Island Lake County Park 

a. All shifts have been scheduled and the booth will be shared with the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture. Jessica will set up and take down the booth and 
materials.  

 
F. Copper Sulfate discussion 

a. During the June EQC meeting, several residents asked the Committee about copper 
sulfate use in Snail Lake and it’s environmental or health impacts.  The Committee 
expressed that the EQC is an advisory body to the City Council and a permit approved 
by the MN Department of Natural Resources is beyond the scope and outside of our 
jurisdiction as a City Committee.  The Committee also expressed that all this body 
could do is ask for more information about the product and its potential impacts.  As a 
follow up, Jessica discussed copper sulfate use with representatives from both the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture and the Department of Natural Resources.  Both 
agencies reported that copper sulfate is one of the most common tools used to combat 
swimmer’s itch, and as long as a permit is valid and the application is completed by 
someone licensed, the use is allowed in lakes.   

 
G. Newsletter Topics 

a. Large newsletter (60 pages), estimated delivery is Mid-November   
i. Article deadline October 1st    

ii. Brainstormed ideas include: Recycling holiday lights and locations, Getting an 
energy audit, How to reduce consumption over the holidays (Katrina sent 
samples from the Do It Green website), and promoting the City Christmas tree 
drop off or Ramsey County compost facility for proper tree disposal.  
 

H. Public Works Update  
a. Jessica shared that the Emerald ash borer treatment program is still going strong – 

over a hundred trees have been protected so far.  Other inspections for oak wilt and 
dutch elm disease have also ramped up.  

b. The City completed the Blue Star Award Program for Stormwater Management, and 
received a ranking of 7th out of the participating Minnesota cities!  The Award will be 
presented at the September 16th City Council meeting by program staff.  

c. All of the City’s storm damaged trees and brush have been collected and stored at the 
site off of 694 and Rice Street. The City entered into an agreement with District 
Energy to take all of the material to be burned for energy.  

d. Committee member Len Ferrington has resigned from the EQC after many years of 
service effective July 2013.  
 

I. Other 
a. Next regular meeting – August 26  

 

J. Adjournment 
a. The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:00pm. 
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